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Coordinator’s Corner
Greetings from First Teeth First! We are happy to
report that from July 2018 to June 2019 throughout
Maricopa County; our program provided 16,733 dental
screenings for children 0-5 years and over 2,000 dental
screenings for expectant mothers. We also provided
115 professional development presentations to early
care and education programs, and medical and dental providers.
With every new grant year, new changes come along, and while
sometimes changes can be scary they can also be exciting. An exciting
change for our program is to provide families with referral and navigation
services to dental providers. This includes providing education and
assisting our clients in establishing a dental home. I am excited to report
that we have provided over 400 referrals to partner dentists. We are
finding that a lot of AHCCCS clients are unaware of their dental benefits,
by assisting them with a referral we ensure they take full advantage of
their benefits and establish a dental home for their child. Providing these
referrals is another layer to the services we provide.
Currently, our program provides services at the Maricopa County WIC and
Immunization Clinics, Family Resource Centers, Adelante WIC, Obstetric
Offices, and Pediatric Clinics and we participate in a variety of community
events throughout Maricopa County. We are always looking for new
partnerships where we can provide our services. Please reach out to me
should you be interested in partnering with us. You can reach me at 602372-4650 or Berenise.Bauer@maricopa.gov.

“We can’t be afraid of change. You may feel very secure in the pond that
you are in, but if you never venture out of it, you will never know that there
is such a thing as an ocean, a sea. Holding onto something that is good for
you now, may be the very reason why you don’t have something better.”
- C. Joy Bell C.

Fluoride varnish can prevent approximately 33% of cavities
in the primary (baby) teeth. Children living in communities
with fluoridated tap water have nearly 25% fewer cavities
than children whose water is not fluoridated. (CDC)

A success story of perseverance and love
by a single father raising seven children on
his own. The children range from 3 to 13
years old including a young boy diagnosed
with autism. Haley, the youngest child of
the family (photo above), was screened by
our program with possible decay on eleven
teeth and had urgent dental needs. Our
social worker assessed and intervened to
help Haley and the rest of her six siblings
obtain KidsCare. In the process of
obtaining insurance, Haley and her siblings
were connected with Every Kid’s Dentist.
The children received free services from
Dr. Ellis at the Smile Generation Serve Day.
Since then, Haley and the rest of her
siblings have made steady progress with
their dental needs, despite their lack of
social networks. What started with just
one simple screening for Haley, we have
impacted the lives of seven beautiful
children. The father was very receptive
and appreciative to get support from the
First Teeth First program.

Pro Bono Dental Work
Urgent Oral Health Care by Jahaziel Linare, MSW

It is not possible to calculate with accuracy the monetary value of our partnered and community dentists’ pro bono
work. Any such calculation must recognize that the benefits are not only to the children’s immediate oral health but
as well as on the direct impact of their overall health and social well-being. Nonetheless, from July 2018 to June 2019,
First Teeth First secured a total of $39,838 of pro bono dental work to assist twenty-five urgent cases of children with
no insurance. Assistance in disadvantaged children’s oral health has also proven to have a positive
influence on kids' self–esteem, school performance, friendships, and family dynamics.
Our partnered dental professionals have appropriately provided a range of pro–bono assistance, commensurate with
their capacity and resources. Our partnered dental professionals have aimed to provide, without hesitation, urgent
oral health care to those children in the community that are most in need. First Teeth First is grateful for strong and
respectful relationships with our partnered dental professionals.

Thank You!

Note from the Office of Oral Health Supervisor
Jan Kalina, BS, RDH

Over the past five years, I have watched First Teeth First “figure out” its place in the community and firmly
establish its value not only as a provider of oral health screenings, but as a provider of hope. Families that once had no option for
accessing dental care for their child now have the aid of our Social Workers and many generous, caring dentists in the community
and the hope that their child can live pain and infection free. Expectant mothers have access to education and resources and the
hope they can provide their child with a healthy start to oral and overall health. We still struggle as a community to overcome
multiple barriers to providing the level of care necessary to attain and maintain health for all our population. With the small, but
mighty, steps programs like First Teeth First make, there is hope that health care disparities will, one day, no longer exist.
“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much." – Helen Keller

Closing the Gap
Promotoras Role in Dental Public Health Programs by Jahaziel Linare MSW, and Julynda Sanchez RDH

What are Promotoras? Promotoras is the Spanish term for “community health workers.” The Hispanic/
Latino community recognizes Promotoras as liaison health workers, who work predominantly in Spanishspeaking communities.
The Dignity Health First Teeth First Promotoras of oral health play an essential role in empowering,
educating, and advocating in a manner that is culturally and linguistically appropriate, particularly for the
Spanish speaking families. First Teeth First recognizes the important contributions of the Promotoras in
assisting the underserved families, and promotion of oral health to all.
Furthermore, Promotoras have a vital role in increasing engagement to support oral health education,
prevention, and access to dental providers. Dignity Health, in partnership with Maricopa County,
is privileged to have the opportunity to reach families who have limited resources in their lives and
help them attain optimum health. The Dignity Health FTF Program consistently strives to serve the
community with conviction and compassion!

Dignity Health First Teeth First Promotoras

We Can All Help
The First Teeth First Fluoride Varnish Program is dedicated to helping uninsured children and expectant
mothers, who are unable to afford care to keep their teeth healthy. If you would like to partner with us or
reaffirm your pledge to increase access to dental care for young children and expectant mothers, please
contact FTF Social Worker at 602-372-1418 or via e-mail: Jahaziel.Linare@maricopa.gov.
Together we all can help eliminate the nation’s No. 1 chronic childhood illness: pediatric dental disease!
Visit us at: www.FirstTeethFirst.org

